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'PREFACE FOR THE REVISED EDITION

It gives me great pleasure to provide this preface to the revised edition of
A Theory of Justice. Despite many criticisms of the original work, I still
accept its main outlines and defend its central doctrines. Of course, I
wish, as one might expect, that I had done certain things differently, and I

. would now make a number of important revisions. But if I were writing A
Theory of Justice over again, I would not write, as authors sometimes say,

,'.a completely different book.'
InFebruary and March of 1975 the original English text was consider-

. ably revised for the German edition of that year.' To the best of my

knowledge these revisions have been included in all subsequent trans la-
,tions and no further ones have been added since that time. All translations
have, therefore, been made from the same revised text. Since this revised
text includes what I believe are significant improvements, the translated
editions (provided accuracy is preserved) until now have been superior to
the original. This revised edition incorporates these improvements.

. Before commenting. on the more important revisions and why they
were made, I will comment on the conception of justice presented in A
Theory of Justice, a conception I call "justice as fairness." The central
.ideas and aims of this conception I see as those of a philosophical con-
ception for a constitutional democracy. My hope is that justice as fairness
will seem reasonable and useful, even if not fully convincing, to a wide
range of thoughtful political opinions and thereby express an essential
part of the common core of the democratic tradition.

The central aims and ideas of that conception I refer to in the preface
to the first edition. As I explain in the second and third paragraphs of that
preface, I wanted to work. out a conception of justice that provides a
reasonably systematic alternative to utilitarianism, which in one form
or another' has long dominated the Anglo-Saxon tradition of political
thought. Theprimary reason for wanting to find such an alternative is the
weakness, so I think, of utilitarian doctrine as a basis for the institutions

xi
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